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JAGANNATH HIS. NG 6 SYBOLISY

Perhaps, nowhere in the world, a deity is so intimately linked with the land and people as it is

in Odisha. This overwhelming link between Odisha and Lord Jagannath is proved by the fact that in
popular parlance, the Odia religion is called the "Jagannath cult’ (Jagannath Dharma) and the Odia
culture the "Jagannath culture’ (Samskriti). The religious significance of Lord Jagannath to Odisha and
Odias has been extremely important since Jagannath is treated as Ista-Deva (ancestral god) of Odias
and as State-Deity of Odisha.

Ever since Jagannath was Vaishnavised in the medieval ages, He came to be the most
popular deity for Odias, thanks to the teachings of such great Vaishnavite religious teachers like
Ramanuja, Jayadeva, Sri Chaitanya and Panchasakha devotee-poets Balarama Dasa, Jagannath
Dasa, Achyutananda Dasa, Yasovanta Dasa and Sisu Ananta Dasa . It is the group of Panchasakha
poets who really made Jagannath glorified and "universalized’ by attributing various qualities and using
different appellations for Him. But at the same time, one can not ignore the contribution of the Hindu
royalty of Odisha since the Ganga period, to the evolution of Jagannath as the foremost deity of
Orissa. They took all necessary steps not only to propagate the glory of Jagannath but also to
safeguard the Institution of Jagannath. In course of time, the successive Hindu rulers, known as
Gajapatis belonging to the Suryavamsi dynasty became the chief patron and protector of the
Jagannath cult. This is why, Odia Gajapati kings are known as "Thakura Raja’ in popular parlance, and
according to the Record-of-Rights, prepared by the Government of Odisha, Gajapati kings are the
‘Adya-Sevaka’ or First Servitors of Lord Jagannath. Till today, the successors of the Gajapatis who
have their traditional residence in the holy city of Puri, are known as ‘Thakura Raja’.

Apart from these historical reasons, Odia literary and cultural traditions have played no less a
role in placing Jagannath at the fulcrum of the Odia religious, cultural and social life. First, it was
Sarala Dasa in the 15t century who for the first time, started singing the glory of Jagannath in his Odia
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Mahabharata, and again it was Sarala only who first identified Jagannath so eloquently with the land
and people of Orissa. He gave a new twist to the origin legend of Jagannath. Deviating from the
Puranic accounts of the Jagannath cult, Sarala, in his Mahabharata, placed Jagannath in the land of
Odisha in categorical terms; he recreated a new origin legend by infusing local traditions and practices.
Then, in the Panchasakha writings, and works of medieval and early modern poets like Dibakara
Dasa, Salabega, Upendra Bhanja and many others, Jagannath, while retaining the pan-Vaishnavite
character, came to be increasingly looked upon as an Odia deity. The Panchasakha poets made
Jagannath the centre of the universe, and considered Him the Highest and Final in the religious and
spiritual speculations of India. He was imagined as self-pervading, and the mover of the universe.
Mention may be made that with the Panchasakhas’, speculation and interpretation of Jagannath
developed the Utkaliya Vashnavite religious tradition.

In modern times, we have a vast corpus of literature, both in prose and poetry, that talk of
Jagannath, propagates His glory and popularizes legends and myths about Him. One such example is
the writings of dramatists like Ramashankar Ray and Kalicharan Patnaik and poets like Purushottama
Das and Godavarisha Mishra on the legend of "Kanchi-Kaveri’.

The rituals associated with Lord Jagannath like offering of the Mahaprasad and performance
of music and dance (of course, dance has since been stopped) in the temple, foster among Odias, a
feeling of belonging to Jagannath. Partaking of Mahaprasad provides an excellent opportunity to
share the feeling of brotherhood in the name of Jagannath. In the similar fashion, the present Odissi
dance which has evolved from the Mahari dance tradition in the Jagannath temple of Puri, is yet
another manifestation of Odias’ spiritual desire to realize their godhead - Lord Jagannath.

Thus, a number of factors have gone into transforming Lord Jagannath as the Ista-Deva of
Odisha and Odias.

Rajashree Behera
Melbourne
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A recent experience of self-questioning is the reason for me to share this with you. The
question of how should we articulate our response to why someone should join Orioz challenged me to

ask the same question to myself. And this title seemed to fit well.

When | asked myself why | am with Orioz, | find that it is my personal benefit that drives the
motivation. In a community set up, this may not sound good and that to if you consider my current
office bearer position in the executive committee. But honestly, it is the personal gratification, of course

in a much better sense, which drives my motivation. It is "I", what's in it for me, which prompts us to do
what we do on our own. So, coming back to the question of why | have joined Orioz, here are my

thoughts that | would like to share with you.

Let me try to articulate the personal benefits that drive me to be associated with Orioz. | have
joined Orioz to have access to members of Odia community locally and across Australia for my own
social and emotional wellbeing. By joining Orioz | can maintain, celebrate my culture with other Odia
members. And in a country where | belong to a minority group, this is critical for my social and
emotional health.

The above statement may sound little self-centric or self-focused. But | do believe that our
own social and emotional wellbeing is the first step that enables each of us to be an active citizen of
this place we call home. So, in simple words, the benefits, by joining Orioz, for me are access to the
company of other Odias, access to the language, culture and friendship, access to many cultural

celebrations that | would not have access to in a foreign land.
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But it is interesting to realise what knowingly or unknowingly | “contribute” by joining
Orioz. We all know that giving, in any form, as against personal benefit is another key source of
motivation that provides the much-required pride and self-esteem. So, this is what | have to share with

you when | think of what | give to the community by joining Orioz.

By joining Orioz, | contribute to maintaining a platform or a community infrastructure that our
young generation will have access to. It is no doubt that our younger generations who are growing up
here will obviously be bicultural individuals. While we always will wish that our younger generation
should follow our Odia culture and identify themselves as an Odia, it is matter of fact that we cannot
guarantee that when our children grow up in a foreign environment. They do not have much choice
than have to be part of the local culture and environment. But, if we maintain a healthy community of
our own which offers them the space to be there and observe the cultural norms, they will have a

choice to choose. It is almost like investing in their education.

By joining Orioz | strengthen the existence of this platform that will provide access to many
future prospective Odia migrants to Australia. This is an act of absolute giving for many future Odias
who will call Australia home. By joining Orioz today, and contributing to its strengthening the
organisational base, | am guaranteeing the same access to this community infrastructure for the future

migrants what | enjoy today.
So friends, at the end of the day, the giving or contribution outweighs the personal
benefits. And that is the way it should be if we are to leave something for our younger generation

and prospective Odias who will call Australia home.

Rajendra Padhee
Brisbane
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Do you know what the real trick to life in deep space is?"

The man leaned back in his chair. A tattered nametag hung lopsidedly from the torn fabric of his suit.
Mech-1442. He drummed his fingers on the table, regarding the psycho-analyst with a curious
expression.

Doctor Andrews scribbled on her electron-pad as she replied, ‘What?’

"The real trick to life in deep space is justifying yourself."

"How?”

"It's different up there." He pointed to the darkened ceiling. "I don't expect you to get it. Most of the
people in my time didn't get it." He paused, "Won't get it, | mean. It's weird talking about your life in
future tense."

"I'd imagine s0." Andrews answered in a semi-interested voice.

"Here," He tapped the ground with his foot for emphasis. "Here on Earth, everything is so vast!
Resources are almost endless, actions are like pebbles thrown into a lake, the ripples going on and on
and on... you can only guess how far they go. Trying to track everything, trying to quantify what you do,
trying to place a value on it borders on the absurd."

"But not in space."

"Well, not in deep space. If you're working in the solar system there's a little bit more leeway.’ The man
paused, a smile flitting across his face.

" worked a lot of different jobs in-system. | started out on a solar farm. Most people do. | mean, most
people in my time will, the ones who want to get off planet. It doesn't take much training to work the
photon collectors, or the EMR harvesters. Most of the collectors are in earth orbit, so the contracts are
only for a few months. After that, if you find out you don't like it, you just don't re-up. But me? | loved it.
Zero g's was like... it was like living in a hot tub, but without raisin fingers. It only took me a couple of
months to learn some basic orbital engineering. Enough to transfer from harvesting to equipment
maintenance."

"That sounds exciting." Andrews said, continuing to jot on her pad, frowning.
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“Not the word I'd use. You deal with the same problems over and over again until you can do them in
your sleep. On the rare occasion that something interesting actually comes up, the senior orbital
mechanic pulls rank. Don't get me wrong, I've had worse jobs, but the work itself isn't that exciting. It
does, however, get you some amazing opportunities. After my time on the solar farm, | got a two-year
gig on Europa. After that, a five-year stint working for mining companies in the asteroid belt." He
paused, his eyes distant. "The things I've seen, you can't begin to imagine."

"If the future is so exciting, so amazing, why leave? Why come here?" Andrews paused. The man
blinked, as if realising that he was being interrogated for the first time.

"Back to Earth, or back in time?" The man asked with a grin.

"Both."

He leaned back with a sigh, his eyes distant. ‘| took a job | shouldn't have. Like | said, deep space is
different. You spend a year or two just to get to the job, a decade working, then a year or two going
home. So, for twelve to twenty years, you're in a closed system. It suffocates you. And depending on
where you go, you might have some resource in abundance, maybe there's a water planet, or a planet
with plenty of oxygen, but you have to bring the vast majority of your resources with you. Anything that
gets used, or lost, takes years to replace, so everything is measured. Quantified. And since it's a
corporation that sent you out, everything has a price tag attached to it. Even you. The work | do, the
number of jobs, the speed at which | do them, the cost of supplies and the cost of the time | spend, this
one added, this one subtracted, that one multiplied by time it took and divided by the time the company
thought it should have taken. My life became a calculation, updated on a minute basis. And always in
the back of my mind was the fear of what would happen when my number dipped too low."

"What do you think would happen?’ Andrews leaned across the table, looking directly into the
mechanic’s eyes.

"Recycling." He answered without hesitation. "The dirty little secret. It's entirely illegal, of course, but
out this far, who's going to enforce something as silly as a law? Corporations make money. If you
make money for them, they're happy.” The mechanic sighed. ‘If you lose money for them, if it takes
more resources to keep you alive than you produce for them in profit, then you have a problem.
Because the truth is, the things we need to keep us alive, the resources required for us to do our jobs,
we're made up of those resources. We are what we eat. If you're worth more than you cost, they invest
in you. If you cost more than you're worth, they invest you into other people.”

"That's a bit disturbing." Andrews said in a falsely soothing voice. "I can see why you'd want to get

away from that."
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He nodded. "l had to. | had to come back to Earth, back to a safe place. Unfortunately, my contract is
binding. If | had just come back to Earth, they would have found me. They would have made me finish
the job, or liquidated me. So | came back here. Back to a time before they even existed."

She crossed her legs and pursed her lips, thoughtfully. "And how are you enjoying it? I'm told you've
kept yourself busy."

"Oh, absolutely." He grinned. "Old habits, you know. And there's so much mindless work to do."

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

"Well?" The old man asked.

"He's delusional, clearly." Andrews answered.

"Clearly." The old man glowered. "But what do we do about it?"

"What do we do about him being delusional? Nothing."

“Nothing?"

Andrews smiled and slid the electron-pad across the table. "There is nothing to indicate that he's a
danger to other people, or any of the company's equipment, and he's still meeting his work quota. The
corporation does not have any policy requiring its employees to be sane, just productive. If his
behavior becomes erratic or destructive, or if he dips below his quota, recycle him. 'Until then, let him

have his little fantasy.’

Suman Prusty
Sydney
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Oh! Mother . Forgyve Us

Horizon dazzles on your august arrival

Your image descends in our dreams and desire
Fills our heart full with joy and jubilation,
bewildered in the ecstasy of meeting
A year after.

We make a grand gathering to welcome and

usher you in our bullock cart.
A car instead,
For they have escalated the fuel cost ,
Beyond reach before your arrival.
In a great economic depression man -made almost,
Ornamentation and decoration
made simple in austerity.

Offering of fruits and flowers are rationed,
Arrangement of light is curtailed to bare minimum
The bill of electricity hiked now,
skyrocketed.

Power shortage will surely plunge our
Dias off and on.

And You have to bear the brunt of it
Yet like shylock they lean their ladder ,

On our lamppost to cut off light,

And drown us in darkness.

Water supply gets depleted,

Potholed roads run bruised,

And left uncared like a dying patient
On the floor of dispensary.

Garbage heaped remain uncleared,

Emits foul smell,poisons environment
And dengue spreads takes heavy tolls of innocent lives.
Doctors in shortage in public hospitals
Though busy in private clinic in plenty.
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Public sewage overspilling world bank money
Swallows our roads.

The demons of democracy ,multiscam —tainted,
Bargain with our smiles of happiness for sycophancy and sell- out.
Yet our local leaders ,will surely appear
Before our pandals with their crowd of henchmen,
To ensure vote banks for panchayat pools ,imminent
Our poverty line expands upward ,

The barometer of economy reads low.

The mafias and their masters,
burglars of mines and minerals precious,
stashing its wealth in foreign bank
Robs us off random to ruins.

Oh! Mother, you killed one mahisasur only,but
Other mahisasurs roam freely in broad daylight.
forgive us,

For our unintended actions compulsive,

With humble obeisance we pray for
A grand redemption..

B.B.Kar
Father of Saumyaijit (Sam) Kar
Melbourne
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) JHATPAT ONION CHICKEN

Ingredients:

Medium size Onion — 3 nos. Thin sliced.

Chicken Thigh Fillet — 700 grams. Cut into medium strips.
Butter- 3 tbl spoon.

Cumin seeds — 1 tsp.

Green/Red Chilli- 2 nos freshly chopped.

Pepper powder - 1 tsp (can add more according to taste)
Vinegar — 1 tsp

Salt - according to taste.

Method:

In a bowl add chicken, vinegar and salt and marinate it for 10 minutes. Heat a pan, add butter. Let it

melt and then add cumin seeds. When cumin seeds start spluttering add sliced onion. When you see

the onions colour has turned brown then add the marinated chicken. Cover it and cook for 5 minutes.

When the chicken is nearly done add the pepper powder and mix well. Let most of the water dry. Be

careful as the chicken might start sticking to the pan so keep stirring .When chicken is well done

garnish with green chilli and ginger julienne.

Tip: To make it look more attractive cut a boiled egg into 4 pieces and put it on the dish to garnish and

then serve.

Tulika (Linise) Dash
Melbourne
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Day and Night

The sun comes up when its dawn,
It makes me feel very warm.

When its dusk the sun goes down,
The moon comes up and beams over the town.

Stars above us are so bright,
They glow upon us when its night.

Every+day we have morning and night,
But most important of all we always have light.

Shruti Prusty, Sydney
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HOLIDAYS

e

0 works dkgund,
Your day is not time bound,
Lazy mornings, afternoon brunches,
Is better than those corporate lunches,
And some more sleep on a hot afternoon,
You cherish the rest as once in a blue moon,
The evenings seem more than before,
You have time for a stroll at the shore,
Dinner is where you catch up with mates,
Some take time out to go on dates,
Beers flow and so does laughter,
Inhibitions gone a few drinks after,
Its late nights and early morning blacks,
But there’s no boss around so just relax,
And that’s how [ live through my days,
But, only when | am on my Holidays

Rajiv Mohapatra, Melbourne
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