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Press Release
“AAROHAN"” the Australian National Odia Sammilani celebrated in style

Bhubaneswar, 6th May 2016: AAROHAN, the biennial Australian National Odia Sammilani, was
recently celebrated in grand style in the Sunshine Coast of Queensland state in Australia during the
Easter break recently. This Sammilani is organised by ORIOZ Inc, the Odia community of Australia every
second year. People with connection to Odisha from across the whole nation come together to
celebrate the unique culture of Odisha. This Sammilani was the 8th gathering since its inception in
2003. The Queensland State chapter of ORIOZ Inc had the opportunity to host the Sammilani again
after 10 years and they named it AAROHANA, symbolizing the upward journey and resilience of the
Odia community down under. The goal of this event was to bring together all Odias residing in Australia
and to create a ‘home away from home’ feeling for their children. The Sammilani also acknowledges
the positive contribution of the young generation living and growing up in Australia whilst still proudly
embracing their Odia culture. Hosted by the Queensland Odia community, this convention was held at
the Maroochy Waterfront Camp & Conference Centre, Maroochydore; on the banks of the Maroochy
River in the picturesque Sunshine Coast, located in the north eastern coastal state of Australia.
Approximately 200 delegates were in attendance from Queensland, New South Wales, Australian
Capital Territory, Victoria, Western Australia and South Australia. The waterfront holiday resort on the
picturesque Maroochy River provided for the perfect venue. This event had seen the best combination
of Odia culture in the form of wonderful authentic Odia food, diverse range of cultural programmes
performed by the talented artists of all genres from the Odia community of Australia. The event started
off on Friday afternoon with a river cruise and a musical night, followed by a full day of cultural
activities on Saturday and finished off with water sports (dragon boat racing and kayaking). In between,
long awaited ‘Odia Khatti’ provided much opportunity to reinforce the continuing bond and
complimented the flavor of the event wonderfully. Alongside enjoyable cultural programs, were power-
packed health awareness talks and an opportunity to join a yoga session.

The event showcased the best of Odia culture, which was well reflected by a series of beautiful Odia
Jagannath devotional songs, Odissi dances, Odia themed dances, Odia dramas, a ‘Palla on Pakhala’,
melodious old Odia songs and some Bollywood performances. It was great to see the next generation
Odias in Australia and the youth group immersing themselves in cultural activities and taking the centre
stage with their vibrant leadership skills with a promise to keep the culture alive. No doubt the event
has left lasting memory in the mind of next generation Odias down under. Anshuman, a university
student who had travelled more than 4500km with his parents from Perth, Western Australia said “the
Sammilani was a great experience and | preferred to spend 2 days at the Sammilani than going around
the famous SeaWorld theme park at Gold Coast”. Arsh, a year six student who had travelled with his
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parents from South Australia, had never attended an Odia cultural event before and was heard saying
before leaving the venue, “when is the next Sammilani, | want to perform in an ‘Odia Palla’!”

The event also witnessed a formal handover from the outgoing Executive Committee to the newly
elected Executive Committee of ORIOZ Inc. The Odia community in Australia has a unique structure
among all other Indian communities in Australia. Unlike other Indian communities, the Odia community
has only one Executive Committee for the whole of Australia and its office bearers are elected from
across the nation. This single platform of the association keeps the entire Odia community of Australia
together, meaning there is only one point of contact for all its members, and for the world to reach the
Odias down under. Alongside the wonderful entertainment, the attendees took time to remember the
contribution of legendary Late Shri Biju Pattanaik for Odisha and Odias in his birth Centenary. The event
concluded with promises to keep Odia culture alive and to maintain a functioning and caring Odia
community, for new Odia migrants to Australia.
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Report by Odisha Diary bureau. Bhubaneswar: AAROHAN, the
biennial Australian National Cdia Sammilani, was racently
calebrated In grand styl2 In the Sunshing Coastof Queensianc
siate in Australia during the Easter break betwesn 25th and 27th
March, 2015,

This Sammilani s organised by ORIOZ Inc, the Odia community of
Australia every second year, People with conneciion to Cdisha
from across fhe whole nation come together to celebrats the
unique culture of Ocisha. This ilaniwas the Sth gathering
since its inception in 2003 The Gueensland Siate chapter of
CRICZ Inc had the oppartunity to hostthe Sammilani again after 10
waare and thay namad it Aarohana hnliginn tha unward

Approximately 200 delegates were in attendance fom Quesansiand, New South Wales, Australian Capital Terrifory, Victoria,
Western Australia and South Australia. The wateront holiday rasartan the picturesoue Maroachy Rivar provided far the parfact
venue. This event had sesn the best combination of Gdia culture in the form of wonderful authentic Cdia food, diverse range of
cultural programmes performed by the falenied artists of all genres from the Cdia community of Australia.

The event started off on Friday afiermoon with a river cruise and a musical night, followed by a full day of cultural activities on
Saturday and finished of with water sports (dragon boat racing and kayaking} on Sunday. In between, long awaited 'Cdia Khatt
provided much opparunity to reinforce the continuing bond and complimented the flavour of the event wonderfully. Alongside
anjoyabla cullural programs, were power-packed health awareness talks and an oppartunity i join 8 yoga session

Tha evantshowcased the bestof Odia cufture, which was well reflected by a series of beautiful COdia Jagannath devotional songs,
Ooissi dances, Odia themed dances, Odia dramas. 3 *Palla on Pakhala’ melodious ol Cdia songs and some Bollywood
performances. twas greatto see the next generation Cdias in Ausiralia and the youih group immersing themselves in cultural
acfivities and taking the cantre stage with their vibrant leadership skills with a promise o keep the cufture alive. No coubttha
avanihas left I3sting memary In ha mind of nax genaraton Oolas down Lndsr

Anshuman, a university studentwho had fravelled more than 4500km with his parents from Perth, Western Ausiralia said “the

Il WSS a greatexp and I p o spend 2 cays attng Sammilani than going around e famous Seaviord
theme park at Gold Coasl® Arsh, & year six studzni who had travelled with his parents from South Australia, had never atiended
an Cdia cultural event befors and was heard saying before leaving the venue, “when is the next Sammilani, | want to perform in
an ‘Cdia Pallz'l

The event also wilnessed a formal handover from the oulgoing Executive Committee  te the newly elected Executive Commities
of CRICE Inc. The Cdia community in Australia has a unigua structure among all other Indian communites in Australia. Unlike
other indian communities, the Ogia community has only one Executive Commitlee for the whaole of Australia and i1s ofice bearers
are electzd from &cross the nation. This single plafform ofthe association keeps the entire Cdia community of Australia together,
meaning there is only one point of cantact for all its membars, and for the world to reach the Cdias down under,

Alangsida tha the took tme 1o taco oflegendary Late Shrl Biju
Pattanaik for Odisha and Cdias in his birth Centenary.

Tna eventconcluded with promises 1o keep Ddia culture Sliva and to Maintain 3 JUNCUoNing and canng Odia COmmUnity, far new
Cdia migrants fo Australia.
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National conference of Odias residing in Australia
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The Nirvaya
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“Aarohan-2016"”, National conference of Odias residing in
Australia
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